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Spring 2019
Honors Cold War Study Aboard Class and Trip

This course provides an advanced 
interdisciplinary learning environment prior 
to a study abroad experience. The course will 
focus on the Cold War in Eastern Europe 
from 1945-1991. Students will visit multiple 
countries in Eastern Europe which will 
reinforce and expand upon course topics. 



How to assess the students who come from 
various majors?



Major Project

Each student will be assigned a persona for the class. The persona will 
be a fictional character that could have lived during the Cold War. Using 
the persona, each student will develop a biography of the person and 
trace their fictional life during the Cold War. The biography must be 
grounded in historical accuracy but can include anything else you want. 
For example, if the person is a KGB officer, they might be in East Berlin 
during the Berlin Wall being built, but they also might be a traitor to 
their nation and spying for the US.  This biography can be in the form of 
diary, journal, novel, movie, musical, etc.  BE CREATIVE!!! Each student 
will be required to talk to me about your ideas before Spring Break. 400 
points



What did I get?

• Songs
• Play
• A computer game
• Biographies
• Diaries
• Even a painting!



Example



What did I learn?

Just as we can learn about the Cold War through 
movies, TV, novels, games, etc.

The Students can learn and understand the Cold 
War through those same presentations.  



Thanks to Rebecca Oliver, and the Honors College 
for allowing me this opportunity 
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